
Lower DuPage River Watershed Coalition

Member Meeting
September 19, 2024



Agenda

• Approve minutes
• DuPage River Restoration Project Update
• NARP Update
• Winter Best Practices Trainings
• Watershed Outreach



Approve Meeting Minutes

• Motion to approve meeting minutes for the May 16, 2024 
membership meeting



River Restoration Project Highlights



Why, What & How

• Current Conditions/Issues
• Habitat goals & practices

• Riffles
• Island

• Water flow
• Stream barbs
• More flow diversity supports more aquatic life
• No impacts to high-flow conditions

• River side (riparian) habitat
• Native vegetation
• Invasive species removal – tree removal
• Swale improvements for water quality



Current Conditions



Habitat Goals & Practices

Goal 1 – Improve instream habitat to increase biodiversity
• Two riffles to be installed upstream of pedestrian bridge
• Install root wads and brush box between stream barbs
• Enhance existing island with engineered log jam



Riffles

Riffles attract and host a different 
community of fish and bugs than 

smooth flowing sections. They can 
also help increase dissolved oxygen.

Examples of newly constructed riffles 
on Salt Creek in Oak Brook.



Riffles

• Two riffles will be installed upstream of 
pedestrian bridge

• Exact location and alignment will be 
determined in the field

• They will be installed with kayak and 
canoes in mind

• Riffles will not impede water flow at high 
or flood conditions



Project Highlights



Root Wads & Brush Box

Photos Credit: Hey and Associates, Inc. 



Flow Goals & Practices

Photos Credit: Hey and Associates, Inc. 

Goal 2 – Diversify flow patterns 
to increase biodiversity
• Stream barbs will be installed 

to direct flow to center of 
stream and create 
eddy/backwater areas 



Riparian Habitat Goals & Practices

Goal 3 – Improve riparian vegetation & habitat to improve biodiversity 
and reduce erosion
• Concrete wall will be removed and streambank will be re-graded and 

planted with deep-rooted native vegetation
• Invasive & weedy trees and shrubs will be removed along streambank 
• Five swales will be regraded and vegetated where existing drainage 

comes into river
• Native vegetation will be used along most of the corridor





Concrete Wall Removal & Restoration



Streambank Vegetation

Photos Credit: Hey and Associates, Inc. 

• Where invasive vegetation is removed 
and/or soil is regraded, native seeding & 
blanket will be used 

• Trees and plugs will be planted in the spring
• Native vegetation along streams provides:

• Habitat for adult stages of aquatic bugs like 
dragonflies and mayflies

• Stabilizes soil and helps filter stormwater 
draining towards river



Vegetated Swales

• 5 swales that drain water into the 
DuPage River will be excavated, 
shaped and planted with native 
vegetation to help slow down 
and clean-up stormwater before 
it enters the river.



What To Expect?

• This is a construction project that will result in restoring the habitats 
in and along the river.

• It will be messy and ugly this winter, but as the plants come in next 
summer things will green up quickly.

• Invasive, weedy trees and shrubs will be cut first, at the beginning of 
the project and new trees and plants will be the last thing completed.

• The park on both sides of the river will remain open throughout the 
project.



What To Expect?

• The trail will remain open most of the time, but will need to be closed 
during certain phases of construction to keep people safe. Please 
follow signs as posted.

• Due to this project and other work along the 143rd Street bridge the 
river will be closed to recreation activities during construction due to 
safety concerns. 

• A tour of the project will be planned for Summer 2025



Project Schedule

April
Mobilization & Turf Treatment
West Bank Clearing and Retaining Wall 
Disposal
Riffle No. 1 and Riverbank Seeding
West Bank Stream Barbs, Root Wads, Brush 
Boxes, & Vegetated Clusters (Part 1)
Riffle No. 2 and Riverbank Seeding
West Bank Stream Barbs, Root Wads, Brush 
Boxes, & Vegetated Clusters (Part 2)
Native Seeding of West Bank
East Bank Mobilization
East Bank Stream Barbs, Root Wads, Brush 
Boxes, & Vegetated Clusters
Native Seeding of East Bank
Tree & Plug Planting
Punch List

March MaySeptember October November December January February



NIP/NARP Updates



Winter Best Practices Workshops 

• 2 remaining in-person and 2 virtual 
roads workshops remaining

• 1 in-person & 1 virtual parking lots & 
sidewalks workshops

• $10 Discount for each registration for 
members use CHLORIDE coupon code

• Program meets Annual Training 
requirements



Seasonal Outreach Materials – Fall

New Material Topics:
• Stream restoration
• Nutrients
• Invasive Round Goby

Other Fall Topics:
• Fall leaves
• Pool draining
• Pet waste

Find outreach materials:
www.LDPwatersheds.org/outreach



Fall Materials

Social Media Posts

Find outreach materials:
www.LDPwatersheds.org/outreach



Past Fall Materials

Graphics/Posters

Spanish version

We have a selection of materials on managing fall leaves!



Salt Smart and You Library Exhibit

Reserve the Salt Smart and You Library Exhibit

Reserve the exhibit:
www.LDPwatersheds.org/exhibit

• 8 pop-up displays

• English and Spanish panels

• Raise awareness and inspire Smart Salting

Reserved:
December 7 - December 21



Like Us on Facebook and Share Posts



For questions or to customize materials:

Lea Rodbarry, 
Watershed Communications Specialist 
lrodbarry@theconservationfoundation.org

Ideas? Needs?

mailto:lrodbarry@theconservationfoundation.org


Doug Kissel, President
Village of Plainfield  dkissel@goplainfield.com

Jennifer Hammer  
jhammer@theconservationfoundation.org
Lea Rodbarry
lrodbarry@theconservationfoundation.org

Lower DuPage Contacts

mailto:dkissel@goplainfield.com
mailto:jhammer@theconservationfoundation.org
mailto:lrodbarry@theconservationfoundation.org
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