Lower DuPage River

Watershed Coalition

MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES
NOVEMBER 20, 2025
10AM

Location: Plainfield Public Works Facility

1.

6.

7.

Approve - Meeting Minutes from July 17, 2025. Motion to approve July 17, 2025 membership
meeting minutes as presented by Eric Bjork, seconded by Randy Jessen, motion carried.
Presentation — Lower DuPage River Watershed Bioassessments — Chris Yoder — Research Director,
Midwest Biodiversity Institute Staff received the draft copy of the 2012 bioassessment survey
earlier this week and will be reviewing and providing comments back to MBI in the next few weeks.
The information provided is based on that draft report. Chris reviewed the purpose and process of
the bioassessment program and reviewed results from the 2021 survey. In summary, 2021 was a
relatively low flow year which may have had some impacts on DO, QHEI was up across most sites,
with a particular increase in the segment that the Hammel Woods Dam was removed. Fish
assemblages were on par with the 2018 survey, but macroinvertebrates were lower at several
sites. As noted in previous surveys, the Channahon pool above the dam has the poorest scores
across the watershed, but due to the presence of silver carp in the Des Plaines River, the dam will
not be removed. The presentation was recorded and will be posted to the website.
Update — DuPage River Restoration Project in Plainfield - All plants were installed in September,
this was past the time that a proof of survival could be completed with less than 90 days of
growing season left. This assessment will be completed next spring. RES only met one of four
performance criteria by the end of the first growing season. They will be submitting a mitigation
plan for next year to get things back on track.
Update — NARP related permit Illinois EPA has sent out 15-day draft permits to Wood Dale and
Elmhurst, most of the language provided by DRSCW staff was included into the drafts. Comments
around discrepancies between the two cover letters as well as the re-opener clause were provided
to IEPA. ElImhurst staff identified some new language related to PFAS reporting which will now
include reporting a “sum” of all PFAS samples. There are concerns around presenting a number as
a sum especially if it is compared to other PFAS reporting. Since this is a statewide issue, it has
been forwarded to IAWA to take the lead on this item. Staff expect that Wood Dale and EImhurst
will receive their 30-day draft permit soon.
Education & Outreach:
a. December 3" 1PM - meeting to gather input from communities on outreach needs
Invite for this meeting has been shared with all members of the 4 workgroups that TCF
works with as well as any communities within those watersheds that attended the
October IWEA MS4 meetings. This input will guide our outreach work into 2026 and
beyond.
b. Fall — Using trees to infiltrate stormwater, Seasonal Yard Care, and Climate Change’s
Influence on Stormwater Management
c. Winter —Salt Smart outreach targeted to commercial audiences to support new MS4
requirements
Organization Updates:
a. Membership Update —
b. Treasurer’s Report —
Calendar
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a. December 3 —DRSCW Membership Meeting 9AM in Lombard
b. Lower DuPage Watershed Coalition 2026 Member Meeting Schedule:
January 15 — Annual Meeting
March 19
May 21
July 16
September 17
November 19
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