Lower DuPage River

Watershed Coalition

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES
JANUARY 15, 2026
10AM

Location: Plainfield Public Works Facility

1. Approve Meeting Minutes from November 20, 2025 meeting. Motion to approve November 20,

2025 as presented by Randy Jessen, seconded by Eric Bjork, motion carried.
Executive Board Elections:
2026 Slate of Officers
President — Doug Kissel, Village of Plainfield
Vice President — Nick Gornick, City of Joliet
Treasurer/Secretary — Joe Slevnik, City of Naperville
2026 Slate of Members-at-Large
Deanna Doohaluk, The Conservation Foundation
Randy Jessen, Will County Stormwater Committee
Ryan Anderson, Village of Minooka
Motion to approve the Executive Board Slate as presented by Eric Bjork, seconded by Ryan
Anderson. Motion carried.
Discussion - Approve FY2026-2027 Annual Budget — See attached budget. While dues did not
change this year, there were some adjustments between line items. With the bioassessment
scheduled for 2026 the cost was updated to reflect current quote from MBI and include funds to
cost-share reference site sampling and field interns with the Lower Des Plaines Watershed Group.
Funds to cover the updated monitoring costs were moved from the Project Analysis line.
Jennifer reviewed each section of the budget. The only question surrounded the shift away from
chloride monitoring. There are concerns with using our multi-sensor probes in the winter where
there is a likelihood of freezing-ice. Staff are testing out some smaller conductivity probes this
winter and may have some suggestions for expanding use of these smaller and less expensive
probes in the future. Motion to approve the budget as presented by Deanna Doohaluk, seconded
by Eric Bjork. Motion carried.
Approve: 2026-2027 Staffing Contract with The Conservation Foundation — updated to reflect
current dates and staffing costs in FY26-27 budget — see attached. Motion to approve the 2026-
2027 staffing contract with The Conservation Foundation made by Eric Bjork, seconded by Ryan
Anderson. Motion carried with one abstention by Deanna Doohaluk.
Update — NPDES Permits & NARP Language Deanna provided an overview of recent discussions
with Illinois EPA staff and the comments that were provided back to IEPA related to making sure
that consistent language is used in all of the DRSCW/LDRWC permits related to NARP conditions.
Public notices are out for Naperville and Plainfield. Staff asked that members share their 15-day
notices with us as soon as possible so that appropriate changes can be made to language ahead of
the full 30-day public comment period.
2025 Review — 2026 Preview
Education & Outreach: - Materials are available at www.ldpwatersheds.org/outreach
a. Discussion on outreach needs and outcome of December Outreach Meeting — Jennifer
shared some of the ideas that came out of the discussions in December on different
ways that Coalition outreach materials could be used to meet MS4 requirements.
More input is needed on specific topics and audiences. Lea recently shared some
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guidelines and examples on how to use and schedule social media materials.
Additional discussion at the membership meeting around assisting with good
housekeeping trainings — staff will put together some ideas for a summer workshop
and share out for input.
b. Winter —Salt Smart outreach targeted to commercial audiences to support new MS4
requirements
c. Spring —Coming Soon
d. Pet Waste Campaign — on going
8. Organization Updates:
a. Membership Update —
b. Treasurer’s Report —
9. Calendar
a. February 25" — DRSCW Annual Membership Meeting 9AM in Lombard
b. Lower DuPage Watershed Coalition 2026 Member Meeting Schedule:
March 19
May 21
July 16
September 17
November 19
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