
Lower DuPage River Watershed Coalition

Member Meeting
March 19, 2026



Agenda

• Approve January 15, 2026 minutes
• 2026 Bioassessment
• Sondes 
• MS4/Good Housekeeping Discussion
• NARP Update
• Watershed Outreach



Approve Meeting Minutes

• Motion to approve meeting minutes for the January 15, 2026 
membership meetings as presented



2026 Bioassessment
Bioassessment 2026
• 43 Stations

• 18 mainstem
• 25 tributary

• Each station includes:
• Fish & Macroinvertebrates
• Water Chemistry
• Habitat Assessment

• Subset of Stations:
• Sediment Chemistry
• Expanded Dissolved Oxygen & 

Nutrients
• Reference Sites



Authorize Staff to Negotiate Contracts

• Motion to authorize staff to negotiate contract with Midwest 
Biodiversity Institute to complete bioassessment of the Lower DuPage 
River Watershed for a total not to exceed $190,000

• Motion to finalize work order with First Environmental Laboratory for 
the collection and analysis of water chemistry samples and the 
analysis of sediment samples not to exceed $80,000

• Motion to authorize staff to finalize agreements for Reference Site 
samples, cost shared with Lower Des Plaines Watershed Group, not to 
exceed $7,900 for both biology and chemistry



Dissolved Oxygen Monitoring Program

• Currently maintain three DO monitoring sites on the DuPage in 
addition to probes maintained by Naperville and Plainfield

• Funds have been budgeted to repair as needed and replace
• Based on recent purchased made by DRSCW quoted price last year 

was $8,052 minus a 17% discount
• Requesting up to $16,500 to purchase 2 new probes to work into the

rotation
• Additional sondes will reduce lost data during sonde failures which 

are becoming more frequents as the current sondes age



MS4 – Good Housekeeping Workshop

• Audience – mid-level staff or boots on the ground staff?
• Topic Ideas

• Reporting tools/software
• Quarterly Inspections

• Catch basin cleaning
• Coordination between departments



NARP Update



Spring Education & Outreach

New Blogs to Share with Residents

Blog topics:
• Only Rain Goes Down the Drain 

(stormwater and storm drains)
• The impact of litter on rivers and 

the environment

Short PSA text
• Share as a reminder for local 

landscapers to keep grass clippings 
and yard waste out of streets and 
storm drains – share with your 
Chamber of Commerce



Spring Education & Outreach

Short PSA for landscaping tips



Spring Education & Outreach

Social Media Graphics



Existing materials on spring topics:

Spring Education & Outreach

• Stormwater runoff
• Native plant landscaping
• Rain gardens

• Rain barrels
• Green infrastructure



Like Us on Facebook and Share Posts

And let us know about any 
requests for new materials or 
topics for the rest of the year!



For questions or to customize materials:

Lea Rodbarry, 
Watershed Communications Specialist 
lrodbarry@theconservationfoundation.org

Ideas? Needs?

mailto:lrodbarry@theconservationfoundation.org


Doug Kissel, President
Village of Plainfield  dkissel@goplainfield.com

Jennifer Hammer  
jhammer@theconservationfoundation.org
Lea Rodbarry
lrodbarry@theconservationfoundation.org

Lower DuPage Contacts
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