Lower DuPage River Watershed Coalition

Member Meeting
March 19, 2026




* Approve January 15, 2026 minutes

* 2026 Bioassessment

* Sondes

* MS4/Good Housekeeping Discussion
* NARP Update

* Watershed Outreach




Approve Meeting Minutes

* Motion to approve meeting minutes for the January 15, 2026
membership meetings as presented




2026 Bioassessment

Bioassessment 2026

e 43 Stations
* 18 mainstem
e 25 tributary

* Each station includes:
* Fish & Macroinvertebrates
 Water Chemistry
 Habitat Assessment

e Subset of Stations:
e Sediment Chemistry

* Expanded Dissolved Oxygen &
Nutrients

* Reference Sites

rﬂower DuPage River Bioassessrpéﬁt Stations = ..




Authorize Staff to Negotiate Contracts

* Motion to authorize staff to negotiate contract with Midwest
Biodiversity Institute to complete bioassessment of the Lower DuPage
River Watershed for a total not to exceed $190,000

* Motion to finalize work order with First Environmental Laboratory for
the collection and analysis of water chemistry samples and the
analysis of sediment samples not to exceed $S80,000

* Motion to authorize staff to finalize agreements for Reference Site
samples, cost shared with Lower Des Plaines Watershed Group, not to
exceed $7,900 for both biology and chemistry




Dissolved Oxygen Monitoring Program

* Currently maintain three DO monitoring sites on the DuPage in
addition to probes maintained by Naperville and Plainfield

* Funds have been budgeted to repair as needed and replace

e Based on recent purchased made by DRSCW quoted price last year
was $8,052 minus a 17% discount

* Requesting up to $16,500 to purchase 2 new probes to work into the
rotation

* Additional sondes will reduce lost data during sonde failures which
are becoming more frequents as the current sondes age




MS4 — Good Housekeeping Workshop

* Audience — mid-level staff or boots on the ground staff?

* Topic ldeas
* Reporting tools/software

e Quarterly Inspections
e Catch basin cleaning
e Coordination between departments




NARP Update




Spring Education & Outreach

New Blogs to Share with Residents

Blog topics:

* Only Rain Goes Down the Drain
(stormwater and storm drains)

* The impact of litter on rivers and
the environment

Only Rain Goes Down the Litter Adds Up: Small Habits Short PSA text
Drain to Protect Rivers That Keep Our Natural .
* Share as a reminder for local
Spaces Healthy S
Remember that “only rain goes down landscapers to keep grass clippings
n~ clm Make 'I: wh "'C.I. _ Even a few pieces of trash can start to and ya rd waste out of streets and
dumped into storm drains to protect degrade the health of the environment. . .
clean water in local rivers. Better habits can put an end to ltter in storm drains — share with your
elass) arcas Chamber of Commerce

READ MORE




Spring Education & Outreach

Short PSA for landscaping tips

Spring Storm Drain Pollution Prevention — Text for Chambers of Commerce

Directions:

Submit this PSA text to your local Chamber of Commerce for their newsletter, website, or social media.
Feelfree to customize the text to include information related to your community’s city code or
ordinance. Sharing this message helps protect clean water in our local rivers and streams.

Text:
Mind the Storm Drain: Simple Tips to Protect Cur Rivers

As we head into the spring season, let's keep our rivers clean, not green. We'd like to remind local
landscapersand property managers to keep grass clippings, yard waste, and other debris off our streets
and out of storm drains. Remember: Only rain goes down the drain.

If your business hires a landscaping company, remember to ask them not to blow grass clippings or
leaves into streets or storm drains. This is illegal, creates potential safety hazards, can clog storm drains,
and harms our local waterways.

HOME » EDUCATION & OUTREACH MATERIALS » STORMWATER

Managing stormwater is a major challenge for urban and suburban areas, and it plays a
big role in contributing to water pollution. While storm sewers help prevent flooding,
they also carry pollutants from streets, lawns, and parking lots directly into local rivers
and streams.

Below are resources about stormwater to share with your community:

Blog Posts

« Travels of a Raindrop: Stormwater Runoff | Download as Word Document
+« Home Solutions to Flooding | Download as Word Document

+« The Connection Between Stormwater and Water Pollution | Download as Word
Document

« Only Rain Goes Down the Drain to Protect Rivers | Download as Word
Document

« Short storm drain PSA text for Chambers of Commerce and local businesses |
Download as Word Document




Spring Education & Outreach

Social Media Graphics

THROWN AWRY IN SECONDS.
STAYS FOR YEARS. S T e

Storm drains don't lead to
wastewater treatment plants.
Instead, anything dumped into
them flows directly into local
rivers and streams.

Litter can hurt wildlife, Keep our rivers clean by
contaminate soil, pollute rivers, making sure only rain '
and diminish the beauty goes down the drain. Roo REMINDER TO

of natural spaces. LOCAL BUSINESSES:

Ask your landscaping crews to keep
grass clippings and leaves off streets

Clean up your trash to protect
/ the environment.

and out of storm drains.




Spring Education & Outreach

Rain barrels
help us use rain
as a resource.

Existing materials on spring topics:

You can collect rain
falling on your roof to
water your garden!

e Stormwater runoff e Rain barrels

* Native plant landscaping * Green infrastructure
* Rain gardens

NATIVE PLANTS & CLEAN WATER

Native plants reduce &9
water pollution from %
stormwater runoff. :

>

>

Stormwater runoff picks up
pollutants on the landscape and
washes them into nearby streams.

Deep-rooted native plants have a
remarkable capacity to soak up,
filter, and infiltrate stormwater.
Less runoff means less pollution
in local waterways.




Like Us on Facebook and Share Posts
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Lower DuPage Rivel watersned Coalition

@ September 29 - &

This fall, let's protect local rivers by doing what we can to keep leaves
out of streets and starm drains.

Learn how leaves affect water quality on our blog:

https://www.ldpwatersheds.org/the-connection-between.../

Protect our rivers

KEEP STREETS AND
STORM DRAINS CLEAR
OF LEAVES

Nutrients from leaves hurt the health of local
rivers and streams. Nutrients feed algae
which turn.the water green. deplete oxygen.
and hurt fish.

Leaf removal goes a long way to prevent
nutrients from reaching waterways.

Y Like (J Comment &> Share

6 Write a comment... BB~

@

And let us know about any
requests for new materials or
topics for the rest of the year!




|deas? Needs?

For questions or to customize materials:

Lea Rodbarry,
Watershed Communications Specialist
Irodbarry@theconservationfoundation.org



mailto:lrodbarry@theconservationfoundation.org

Lower DuPage Contacts

Doug Kissel, President
Village of Plainfield dkissel@goplainfield.com

Jennifer Hammer
jhammer@theconservationfoundation.org
Lea Rodbarry
lrodbarry@theconservationfoundation.org
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